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onE RaCE anD many bEautIful photos…

james startt captured the action and emotion 

of the 95th tour de france in sensational style. 

look back at the 2008 race with RIDE media’s 

first calendar. folding out from a large format 

(420mm wide x 300mm high) it features some 

spectacular shots of the world’s greatest annual 

sporting event, its stars and the scenery.

make sure you don’t miss this limited edition 

portfolio of beautiful images. order yours now.

•	 January.	“Stage one. alejandro ValVerde waS flying!	
I’ll	never	forget	the	way	he	came	into	view	on	the	climb	outside	
of	Plumelec.	I	was	trying	to	focus	on	the	one	rider	in	the	pack	
who	would	 edge	ahead.	The	way	a	 telephoto	 lens	 compacts	
depth	of	 field	 can	make	 that	hard	 sometimes.	not	 this	day.	
alejandro	just	flew	around	everybody,	making	it	easy.	
“When	shooting	a	sprint	you	don’t	have	a	lot	of	options.	

all	 photographers	 are	 placed	 together	 so	 you	 have	 to	 rely	
on	 little	 things	 to	make	 a	 difference,	 like	 tilting	 the	 frame	
to	include	certain	elements	in	the	background.	I	love	the	big	
screen…	it	really	adds	to	a	sense	of	drama,	I	think.”

•	 February.	“the final time trial proVed to be harder	
to	 shoot	 than	 expected.	 I	 drove	 it	 in	 the	 morning	 to	 find	
good	spots	but	later	in	the	day	so	many	were	facing	the	sun.	I	
wanted	a	corner	where	the	riders	would	blast	by	real	close.
“Finally,	 on	 one	 of	 the	 last	 turns,	 I	 found	 what	 I	 was	

looking	for…	I	love	this	one	of	andy	Schleck.	He	is	just	so	lean	
after	three	weeks	of	racing	but	in	the	way	his	legs	bend	here,	
you	can	see	the	fluidity	of	his	pedal	stroke	that	makes	him	one	
of	the	most	elegant	riders	today.”

•	 MarcH.	“a quiet day in the tour after the alpS. two	
riders	well	down	 in	 the	 rankings	escape.	For	each	a	chance	
to	 transform	 three	 weeks	 of	 mediocrity	 into	 success.	 Only	
one	gets	 that	honour	and	it	goes	to	Marcus	burghardt	who	
outsprinted	carlos	barredo	after	spending	the	day	together.	
“On	the	line	barredo	slammed	his	hand	on	the	handlebars	

in	frustration.	but	instantly	he	came	up	to	burghardt	and	the	
two	clasped	hands	in	solidarity	for	a	job	well	done.”

•	 aPrIl.	“yearS ago when i waS getting into cycling i 
spent	a	spring	 in	St-Malo	and,	borrowing	an	old	 five-speed	
Peugeot,	 pedalled	 to	Dinan,	 a	magnificent	 town	 framed	by	
medieval	walls.	It	was	a	picture	I	could	not	bypass.
“arriving	well	before	the	riders,	I	pursued	several	options	

in	an	effort	to	gain	the	best	perspective.	I	knocked	on	doors,	
climbed	onto	balconies…	eventually	it	was	from	atop	a	stone	
pillar	that	I	found	my spot.	I	just	had	to	wait	and	click.”

•	 May.	 “although neither of the Schleck brotherS	
finished	on	the	podium	in	Paris,	they	animated	much	of	the	
Tour;	Frank	wore	the	yellow	jersey	and	andy	won	the	white	
jersey	awarded	to	the	best	young	rider.	On	the	bonette	Pass,	
the	highest	road	in	europe,	they	appeared	in	control.	
“a	day	later	they	would	lose	the	overall	lead	to	team-mate	

carlos	Sastre	who	attacked	and	won	on	the	alpe	d’Huez.”

•	 June.	“when i diScoVered that the tour would climb	
the	bonette	Pass,	I	knew	it	was	going	to	be	a	highlight	of	this	
year’s	race.	In	my	20	years	on	the	race	we	had	only	climbed	it	
once	before,	back	in	1993.	
“I	remember	the	breathtaking	loop	at	the	top	where	riders	

climbing	 can	 actually	 see	 others	 descending.	 How	 cruel,	 I	
thought…	but	what	a	great	picture!

“Positioning	myself	on	 the	ridge	 that	provided	a	view	of	
both	roads	I	waited	for	the	perfect	shot,	one	with	a	peloton	
climbing	while	another	descended.	It	never	happened.	That’s	
photography.	but	with	a	crowd	on	one	side	while	riders	stream	
down	the	other,	one	still	gets	a	sense	of	the	spectacular.”

•	 July.	“after taking the yellow jerSey at hautacam,	
cadel	evans	 led	 the	 race	 for	nearly	a	week.	everyone	knew	
that	holding	onto	the	jersey	in	the	alps	would	be	difficult.	
“attacks	started	early	on	the	climb	to	Prato	nevoso	in	Italy	

and	it	was	soon	evident	evans	would	spend	the	week	in	the	
alps	very	much	alone	as	his	team	could	offer	 little	support.	
Finally	he	relinquished	his	yellow	jersey	to	Frank	Schleck.”	

•	 auguST.	“chriStian Vande Velde had a great tour!		
If	it	wasn’t	for	one	bad	moment	on	the	bonette	Pass,	he	would	
likely	have	finished	on	the	podium.	The	alpe	d’Huez	is	never	
an	easy	climb	to	cover;	 the	hardest	section	 is	at	 the	bottom	
and	there	are	so	many	barriers	in	the	final	kilometres.
“This	year	I	waited	at	the	finish	and	was	not	disappointed.	

emotions	run	high	as	the	riders	finish	in	basically	an	uphill	
sprint.	Here	Vande	Velde	struggles	to	recuperate.	He	is	on	the	
verge	of	collapse.	but	it	makes	for	a	great	picture…”

•	 SePTeMber.	“oScar freire, wearing the green jerSey, 
finally	 got	 his	way,	winning	 the	 stage	 into	Digne	 les	bains.	
He	was	the	only	sprinter	able	to	stay	in	the	lead	bunch	as	it	
splintered	apart	over	the	final	climbs.	Only	colombian	rider	
leonardo	 Duque	 could	 come	 close.	 This	 gesture,	 caught	
just	after	 the	 line,	demonstrates	how	the	cofidis	recruit	was	
pleased	simply	to	rub	elbows	with	a	rider	of	Freire’s	stature.”

•	 OcTOber.	“while eVanS waS forced to watch frank 
Schleck	on	the	climb	to	Prato	nevoso,	carlos	Sastre	made	his	
first	 significant	 dent	 in	 the	 overall	 standings	with	 a	 strong	
attack	that	allowed	him	to	close	in	on	the	australian	leader.	
“This	shot	pleased	me	most	on	the	day.	I	thought	it	would	

serve	me	little	as,	along	with	many,	I	still	didn’t	see	Sastre	as	
the	eventual	Tour	champion.	He	proved	me	wrong…”

•	 nOVeMber.	“magiStral. how elSe can you deScribe 
Mark	cavendish’s	sudden	rise.	He	makes	sprinting	look	easy.	
and	he	 just	seemed	to	get	better	and	more	confident	as	 the	
race	went	on.	Here	he	easily	had	time	to	sit	up	and	hold	up	
three	fingers	as	he	took	his	third	stage	win.	Pure	class!”
“a	tilt	of	the	lens,	or	the	focal	distance	chosen,	can	make	a	

difference	in	sprint	finishes…	and	cav	has	character!”

•	 DeceMber.	“thiS iS my beSt action Shot of the tour, 
hence	a	fitting	final	image.	everything	came	together:	the	right	
amount	of	blur,	movement.	combined	with	the	spontaneous	
gestures	of	the	fans,	the	shot	is	packed	with	mood.
“cadel	evans,	of	course,	helps.	Scarred	and	bandaged	from	

his	 crash	 the	previous	day,	 he	 epitomizes	 gutsy	 in	 this	 shot.	
Thanks	cadel,	for	helping	out	here.” n James startt
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